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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 

Context 

Combat stigma and the normalization of (S)GBV  

1 https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/about-us/about-the-office/  
2 Women Lawyers fight back”, Frank van Lierde [available at : https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/women-lawyers-fight-back-we-are-

frightening-the-sexual-abusers/] 

https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/about-us/about-the-office/
https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/women-lawyers-fight-back-we-are-frightening-the-sexual-abusers/
https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/women-lawyers-fight-back-we-are-frightening-the-sexual-abusers/
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Provide Psychosocial support for survivors of (S)GBV  

 

Fight against impunity  

 

Protect civic space and strengthen the social contract 
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Link livelihood support to awareness-raising as part of peacebuilding efforts 

 

Enhance capabilities of local security providers (like FACA – Central African Armed Forces) 

 

3 Changing civic space synthesis by Cordaid 
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THE WPS BAROMETER 

Why the Barometer? 
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APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY 

The steps of the Barometer process 

STORY COLLECTION.

PARTICIPATORY ANALYSIS.

LOBBY AND ADVOCACY.

  

LOBBY AND  

ADVOCACY 

BAROMETER TRAJECTORY IN CAR 
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DATA QUALITY 

Beyond gender 

» INTERVIEWEES BY AGE AND LOCATION 

Figure 1: -The graphs depicts age and location of the interviewees. 

During the holidays, my mother’s sister told me to come 

with her to the field with her husband’s brother. When we 

got there, we worked for a while. One day, my aunt went to 

get some water. As soon as she left, her husband’s brother 

grabbed me and raped in the bush. I screamed but there 

was no one to save me. I ran away. After that I could not 

walk. When my aunt got back, she could not see me, so she 

started calling me. As I could not stand up, I answered 

from the bush. She got angry and I started telling her what 

happened. She put me on the motorbike and brought me to 

her home. When we got there, her husband did not believe 

us. He started quarrelling with her. She had to pick up her 

things and now we are together at my grandfather. The 

man who raped me did not come home.  
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Problem and solutions at a glance 

» IDENTIFIED PROBLEMS AND SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS BY INTERVIEWEES  

Topic Problem 



WPS BAROMETER – CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

SEPTEMBER 2020 © CORDAID  

Comment: These issues were mentioned frequently across the whole sample and omit crucial differences among the different 

communities 
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CONFLICT-RELATED SEXUAL VIOLENCE 

CRSV, (S)GBV and impunity 

The writing on the wall is very clear: "We want peace!", "Yes to freedom of expression", "Break the silence: say no to sexual harassment". © 

Mickael Franci/Cordaid 
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» TYPES OF VIOLENCE 

Figure 2: This graph depicts the different forms of violence experienced by interviewees. 

» PARTICIPANTS’ PERCEPTION OF SECURITY 

 

Figure 3: This graph shows how interviewees perceive their security situation in the area they live in. 

 

CRSV/(S)GBV and other forms of violence 

4 https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/report/s-2019-280/Annual-report-2018.pdf 

https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/report/s-2019-280/Annual-report-2018.pdf
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» LOCALITIES AND VIOLENCE 

Figure 4: This graph shows the crimes committed according to location.  

 
Silencing by stigma 

5 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5898300/ ; https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953613001494 ;  
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5898300/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953613001494
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» LEVEL OF DAILY INSECURITY (AT ALL LOCATIONS) 

Figure 5: This graph shows the perception of daily insecurity according to interviewees. 

6 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/645637/SV_Workshop_Report_-

_CAR.pdf 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/645637/SV_Workshop_Report_-_CAR.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/645637/SV_Workshop_Report_-_CAR.pdf
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Conflicting perception of security providers 

» CONFLICTING PERCEPTIONS OF SECURITY ACTORS 

Figure 6: This chart depicts how each type of actor is perceived by interviewees. 

Holistic responses 
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As a threat to security As a provider of security

I was living in Bangassou and was selling alcohol. After 

the entry of the Anti-Balaka, I continued my activities 

and my neighbor was a Lebanese man. One day, a 

group of Anti-Balaka came to loot the Lebanese man's 

shop. A few days later, another group arrived at my 

house, and accused me of having taken and kept some of 

the effects of the Lebanese. I said no but the agitated 

group who also had weapons forced me into my room, 

tore my clothes, slapped me and threw me into bed and 

sexually penetrated me for 5 minutes. I couldn't do 

anything, I was helpless and they had weapons. Since 

then, I feel so devalued that sometimes I think about 

suicide. Sometimes I stay awake nights without sleep. I 

am troubled. 

 

Story of participant from Bangassou. 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND HARMFUL GENDER 
NORMS 

Stigma and harmful gender norms 

18% of interviewees reported being denied resources by their partner or the father of their children. This hampers their ability to sustain 

their family and pay school fees, constricting access to education. © Elorry Mahou / Cordaid 
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Conflict situations and domestic violence 

Transforming gender norms through livelihood support 

7 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5898300/ 
8 ‘Women Lawyers fight back’, Frank von Lierde https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/women-lawyers-fight-back-we-are-frightening-the-

sexual-abusers/ 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5898300/
https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/women-lawyers-fight-back-we-are-frightening-the-sexual-abusers/
https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/women-lawyers-fight-back-we-are-frightening-the-sexual-abusers/
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Supporting providers of security 

 

9 (About 150€) 



WPS BAROMETER – CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

SEPTEMBER 2020 © CORDAID  

PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PSYCHOSOCIAL 
SUPPORT 

» IMPROVING THE SECURITY OF WOMEN 

Figure 7: The interviewees were asked to identify their priorities to improve their security situation. 
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10 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6293353/pdf/hhr-20-123.pdf; 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5898300/pdf/bmjgh-2017-000668.pdf 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6293353/pdf/hhr-20-123.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5898300/pdf/bmjgh-2017-000668.pdf
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A psychosocial support worker and a survivor in a listening center run by the Women Lawyers Association. © Mickael Franci/ Cordaid 

MINUSCA 

(S)GBV as a clear priority 

11 https://minusca.unmissions.org/en/about 

https://minusca.unmissions.org/en/about
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Well-informed relocation of IDPs 

 
Transitional mechanisms: Special 
Criminal Court/CVJRR  
 

 

12 https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/central-african-republic 

https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/women-lawyers-fight-back-we-are-frightening-the-sexual-abusers/
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/central-african-republic
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13 https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/24/central-african-republic-new-court-should-step-effort 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/24/central-african-republic-new-court-should-step-effort
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CIVIC SPACE AND PARTICIPATION 

» EXTENT TO WHICH WOMEN’S OPINIONS ARE CONSIDERED 

Figure 8: The chart shows how the interviewees perceive women’s space and participation in decision-making. 

Protect civic space 

14 Changing civic space synthesis by Cordaid 
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Power and participation 
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CONCLUSION 
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ENDNOTES 

  

https://www.cordaid.org/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/03/200228-Making-Civic-Space-Resilient-FINAL.pdf
https://www.cordaid.org/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/03/200228-Making-Civic-Space-Resilient-FINAL.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/24/central-african-republic-new-court-should-step-effort
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019/country-chapters/central-african-republic
https://www.international-alert.org/publications/dogmatism-or-pragmatism-violent-extremism-gender-central-sahel
https://www.international-alert.org/publications/dogmatism-or-pragmatism-violent-extremism-gender-central-sahel
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/645637/SV_Workshop_Report_-_CAR.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/645637/SV_Workshop_Report_-_CAR.pdf
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/report/s-2019-280/Annual-report-2018.pdf
https://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/report/s-2019-280/Annual-report-2018.pdf
https://minusca.unmissions.org/en/about
https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/women-lawyers-fight-back-we-are-frightening-the-sexual-abusers/
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